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After reviewing and comparing census reports from the city of Atlanta in the year 1906, 1916, 1926, and 1936 many interesting points can be found.

One such example can be seen when looking at the number of churches and the number of members reported over the 30 year span.  After looking at these numbers it is apparent that there was steady growth in the number of denominations and membres.  This is likely due simply to a growth in population in Atlanta.  While looking at this data we also see that in 1906 and in 1916 the number of female members is far greater than the number of male members very nearly across the board; in some cases 2 to 1.
Another interesting point that becomes apparent is the number of “black” Baptist churches and members compared to the supposed “white” churches and members.  From the data given we see that the number of “black” churches is greater than the “white” churches, which raises the question of why this is so.
When looking at how the different denominations are separated and described we see that in the 1906 and 1916 censuses black churches are referred to as “Colored,” while in 1926 and 1936 they are referred to as “Negro” assemblages.  It is interesting how the syntax of racial description changes over a period of years.

After looking at the varying denominations we see that as they years progressed Atlanta appears to have experienced a great influx of people of different faiths to create a great diversity of denominations and faiths.  There seems to be a a great split of some sort as there are a great many different groups under different names.  This may be the result of in 1906 and in 1916 there is a category called “Other Protestand bodies” and “All other denominations” respectively, whereas in 1926 and 1936 it appears that all denominations are included such as the “Church of God” and Churches of the Nazarene.”  Possibly these “other” denominations were broken up into their own categories in 1926 and 1936.
The Roman Catholic Church presents a point of interest as we see that in 1906 the total membership was 5,079, but had decreased by 1916 and 1926 at 4,802 members and 4,813 members respectively.  However, by 1936 there were 8,430 total members under the Roman Catholic Church in Atlanta.

It is surprising how many intersting things can be seen and analyzed simply from looking at census data for a given city.  The insight and knowledge that can be gained from census data is obviously quite valuable to the research of history and understanding the past.

