Notes on Simple Justice by Richard Kluger
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Oliver Brown et al. v. Board of Education of Topeka

Chief Justice Earl Warren reading the Brown decision:--- p. 705

“To separate them from others of similar age and qualifications solely because of thei race generates a feeling of inferiority as to their status in the community that may affect their hearts and minds in a way unlikely ever to be undone.”

Brown v. Board of Education, 347 U.S. 483 (1954) quoted/cited in Kluger, Richard.  Simple Justice: The History of Brown v. Board of Education and Black America’s Struggle for Equality.  New York, Alfred, A. Knopf, 1980.  pp. 705

“We conclude that in the field of public education the doctrine of ‘separate but equal’ has no place.  Separate educational facilities are inherently unequal.”

Pgs 709-711 awesome stuff

Pg. 710

“the Supreme Court under Earl Warren…in Brown v. Board of Education, for all its economy, represented nothing short of a reconsecration of American ideals.”

“A Tortuous Path”: Shreveport Blacks and the Constitution”

Samuel C. Shepherd Jr. and Rodney A. Grunes

Grassroots Constitutionalism: Shreveport, The South, and the Supreme Law of the Land

Edited by Norman W. Provizer and William D. Pederson

Lanham Maryland.  University Press of America, 1988.  pgs. 135-151.

“In June 1952 a Shreveport priest, Father Joseph B. Gremillion, wrote a letter to a Louisiana state legislator protesting a proposed law designed to require segregation of white and black participants in sporting contests for which admission was charged.  “To my mind,”  Gremillion declared, “this is a fearful step backward, completely counter to my concept of Christianity and the American way of life.”’ Pg. 135

“Having recently returned from military service against racist, totalitarian regimes in Europe, some Shreveport blacks also pondered whether “the American way of life” included them.”  Pg. 135

“From 1794 Louisians governments utilized the Code Noir until the 1820s when the state adopted laws which further limited the rights of blacks.” Pg. 135

“By 1944 Swedish sociologist Gunnar Myrdal concluded that America was becoming a nation with two distinct racial societies, “separate and undequal.”  This was the situation in Shreveport, and it was not until the 1960s that blacks were to make real progress in achieving equal educational opportunities, access to publicc accomdations, and protection of their right to vote.” Pg. 136

took almost twenty years for Brown to overcome Southern resistance

“In Plessy v. Ferguson (italicize court cases) (1896), for example, the Supreme Court provided constitutional justification for segregation when it held that a Louisiana law requiring “equal but separate accommodations for the white…and colored…races” in railroad transportation did not violate the Fourteenth Amendment.”  Pg. 136

the Sweatt v. Painter (1950) case was used to desegregate LSU Law School, in that court case black students were denied access to areas of the library and had fewer professors

“Louisiana’s response to Brown was one of “massive resistance.” Pg. 138

“in a 1954 proposed amendment to the Louisiana Constitution which declared that “segregation is essential to the health and morals of the people and therefore [is] subject to the state’s inherent police powers.”’ Pg. 139

“Between 1955 and 1965, the state legislature passed more than one hundred laws designed to preserve segregation.  These laws prohibited interracial sports competition and the showing of interracial television shows and required the segregation of public parks, playgrounds, recereational areas, common carriers and public accommodations.  Most of the new laws, however, were designed to circumvent the Brown decision.” Pg. 139

Louisiana declared the NAACP to be a “subversive organization” pg. 139

“In Shreveport, racial segregation was the norm in the public schools both before and after Brown.”  Pg. 139

:”In 1945, for example, the parish passed a $6,253,000 school bond issue and allocated approximately two million dollars for black schools…In 1950 the newly constructed Booker T. Washington High School opened [which] won Shreveport national acclaim in Life and later Look magazines.”  Pg. 140

civil rights act of 1964 forced many schools to desegregate because this authorized the federal government to revoke federal education funds

“As early as 1948, a Shreveport Voters League had announced the goal of registering 8,000 black voters.”  Pg. 146

“In 1958 and 1959, black churches and civic organizations backed a voter drive led by the United Christian Movement, an affiliate of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference.”  Pg. 147

Dr. C.O. Simpkins and Reverend Harry Blake

“By the end of the decade, more than 4,582 Shreveport blacks were registered voters – a significant increase but still less than ten percent of those blacks who met age requirements for voting.”  Pg. 147

“In 1953 the Fifth Disrict U.S. Court of Appeals upheld Judge Porterie’s decision, and by April 1959, 483 blacks had become registered voters in Bossier.” Pg. 146

“In 1958 former Brooklyn Dodger star Jackie Robinson was stunned to be denied service at the city’s municipal airport.”  Pg. 149

In 1956, “Five local black ministers who were members of the United Christian Movement did promptly challenge the status quo by sitting in the white section of a bus.” Pg. 150  bus boycott

Same year:  “A city judge, however, instructed policemen to arrest blacks who violated segregation laws and charge them with “disturbing the peace” in order to avoid court tests of state and local segregation laws.”  Pg. 150

